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From above, the ocean seems empty. 
Like a de sert made of water it seems bar ren and un in ha bi ted.
But that is just on the sur face.
Let us ex plo re the co lours and life that exists on the coral reefs.
Coral reefs are only found in shal low, tro pi cal seas.
They may look like co lour ful rocks or even plants. But coral re al ly is an ani mal.
Co rals are built by po lyps, which are very small crea tures re la ted to jel ly fi sh.
Un li ke jel ly fi sh, co rals do not move. They grow toge ther in a co lo ny cal led coral head.
A small piece of coral may be made of hundreds of po lyps. A big ger one may have thousands!
Co rals grow slow ly. Only a few cen ti me ters per year. It can take hundreds of years to form large 
pieces.
Some co rals are hard, others are soft. They may look like fans, bus hes or feathers.
But no mat ter what they look like, co rals are a co lo ny of tiny ani mals li ving toge ther. 
When many co rals grow close toge ther, it is cal led a reef.
Reefs are a very im portant ha bi tat for fish and other sea crea tures.
Algae and spon ges grow in a reef, which in turn, pro vi des food for a va rie ty of crea tures such as 
the sea turt le. 
Sea turt les rely on the food, which grows in the reef. And the reef, in turn, re li es on the turt les. 
It is a part ner ship, that be ne fits both crea tures.
The sea turt les get a re li a ble source of food as they eat the algae and spon ges off the reef. Wit hout 
the sea turt les co ming and ea ting these algae and spon ges, the reef would be over grown by them.
Pre ven ting the coral from gro wing and ex pan ding.
With lowe red turt le po pu la ti on in oce ans world wi de, the health of coral reef sys tems will suff er. 
It is im portant that we do our best to pro tect these peace ful rep ti les. 
Coral reefs are so me times cal led 'the ra in fo rest of the sea'.  They cover only a tiny area of the 
ocean, but pro vi de for a quar ter of ocean ani mals. 
Un for t u na te ly, The coral reef eco sys tem is a fra gi le one. 
The de li ca te ba lan ce bet ween the coral, fish, algae and ani mals which live there, is ea si ly dis rup -
ted. 

Over fi shing by hu mans, ocean pol lu ti on and warming tem pe ra tures have all put the world's coral 
reefs at risk. 
Right now, more than half of the world's reef sys tems are in dan ger. If nothing chan ges, then 
within 15 years ne ar ly all co rals in the world will be in dan ger of dying and di sap pearing. 

(464 words) 

Coral reefs 

Watch the full length video 'Coral reefs' on You Tube 
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