
Trip around South Africa
English Reading, Speaking M 9 

10 Best places 

Sights in South Afri ca

1 Watch the You Tube video  10 Best Places to Visit in South Afri ca  
and note down the places.

  

2 Look up the sights on Goog le Maps and mark them on the map.
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3 Dra kens berg Moun tains

Read the text and mark the most im portant in for ma ti on in each pa ra graph.
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The Dra kens berg Moun tains, or “Dra gon Moun tains,” are the 
 hig hest moun tain range in Southern Afri ca , stret ching over 
 1,000 ki lo me ters across South Afri ca and Le so tho . Known lo -
cal ly as “uK hahl am ba,” me a ning  “Bar ri er of Spears”  in Zulu, 
the range bo asts dra ma tic cliffs, rol ling pla teaus, and deep 
val leys. 
The  hig hest peak , Tha ba na Nt lenya na, stands at  3,482 me -
ters  in Le so tho, ma king it the tal lest in the re gi on.
 
A UNESCO World He ri ta ge Site, the Dra kens berg is  famed for 
its bio di ver si ty , home to rare plants and endan ge red spe ci es, 
like the Cape Vul tu re. 
It also pre ser ves over 40,000  an cient cave pain tings known 
as San rock art . The cave pain tings were done by the San 
people, com mon ly known as Bush men, off e ring a glim pse 
into the life of Southern Afri ca’s ear liest in ha bi tants.
 
Vi si tors flock to land marks like the  Am phi the a t re , a 5- 
kilometer- long cliff face and the  Tu ge la Falls , which is the 
world’s  second- highest fall, with a water drop of 947 m.
 
Fun fact: The Dra kens berg’s  jag ged peaks and my thi cal ap -
pearance in spi red the name “Dra gon Moun tains”  and some 
lo cals still tell le gends of dra gons re si ding in its caves. 

Dra kens berg

Tu ge la falls

 
4 Gib die Zeile(n) an, wo du fol gen de In for ma ti o nen fin dest.

Ach tung: zu viele / we ni ge Zei len füh ren zu Punkt ab zug!
 

 What does  „ uK hahl am ba “  mean?
 

 Who made the cave pain tings?
 

 To which land marks do the tou rists visit?
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Cape of Good Hope

Cape Town
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The Cape of Good Hope, often re fer red to as 
the  “Cape of Storms”,  is one of South Afri ca’s 
most beau ti ful land marks. This rug ged 
head land, rich in na tu ral be au ty and his to ry, 
was  first roun ded by Por tu gue se ex plo rer 
Bar to lo meu Dias in 1488 , who named it 
“Cabo das Tor men tas”  due to the tre ache -
rous storms  he en coun te red. Later, King 
John II of Por tu gal  ren a med  it the  “Cape of 
Good Hope” . He was ho ping that the new 
name would make the  sea route to India 
more po pu lar  with sai lors. 
 
Lo ca ted within  Table Moun tain Na ti o nal 
Park near Cape Town , it marks the  mee ting 
point of the cold At lan tic and warm In di an 
Oce ans . These wa ters can be tre ache rous 
for ships, be cau se the cur rents can cause 
dan ge rous waves that lead to ship w reck. 

20

25

30

35

Howe ver, con tra ry to po pu lar be lief, it is  not the 
southern most tip of Afri ca   -  that title be longs to 
Cape Agul has, si tu a ted fur ther sou the ast. The Cape 
of Good Hope ist the  southwes tern most point of 
Afri ca .
 
The area is home to  in credi ble bio di ver si ty , in clu ding 
the en de mic fyn bos ve ge ta ti on, ostri ches, and the 
play ful Cape fur seals. Vi si tors can ex plo re sce nic hi -
king trails, like the one lea ding to the  old Cape Point 
Light house , which off ers  breathta king pan o ramic 
views .
 
Fun fact: The Cape of Good Hope is  often men ti o ned 
in tales of ghost ly ships  like the Fly ing Dutch man. Ac -
cor ding to le gend, it was here that the  Fly ing Dutch -
man was lost in a se ve re storm and is said to haunt 
these stor my wa ters . 
Its his to ry and dra ma tic be au ty make it a must- visit 
de sti na ti on for ad ven tu rers.

5 The Cape of Good Hope

Read the text and mark the most im portant in for ma ti on of each pa ra graph .

The Fly ing Dutch man
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6 The Cape of Good Hope is

the southern most point of Afri ca
the wes tern most point of Afri ca
the southwes tern most point of Afri ca

8 The Cape of Good Hope was ren a med, be cau se 

it was po pu lar with sai lors.
it was un po pu lar with sai lors.

7 The Fly ing Dutch man is

a tou rist at trac tion 
a ship in a le gend

9 The Cape of Good Hope used to be 
cal led 'Cape of Storms', be cau se

a Por tu gue se sai lor named it 
that.
there often are se ve re storms.
it's the place where the Fly ing 
Dutch man sank in a storm.
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Nel son Man de la's pri son cell, Rob ben Is land, 
South Afri ca

Rob ben Is land Pri son Ent rance Gate

View from Table Moun tain

Rob ben Is land, lo ca ted just off the coast of Cape Town, is 
one of South Afri ca's his to ri cal sites and a UNESCO 
World He ri ta ge Site. For ne ar ly 400 years, this small is -
land ser ved as a place of exile, im pri son ment, and iso la ti -
on.

Rob ben Is land was used as a leper co lo ny bet ween 1846 and 1931, ser -
ving as a place of iso la ti on for people suff e ring from le pro sy. Pa ti ents 
were for ci b ly re mo ved from their com mu nities and sent to the is land, 
where they lived under harsh con di ti ons with li mi ted me di cal care. Many 
suc cum bed to the di sea se, and their gra ves re main on the is land as a 
som ber re min der of this pe ri od.

Du ring apart heid, Rob ben Is land be ca me in fa mous as 
a  maximum- security pri son  for po li ti cal pri so ners. 

Nel son Man de la  was im pri so ned there from 1964 to 
1982, spen ding  18 year s of his 27-year sen tence in a 
small  2x2 meter cell . 

Man de la and other in ma tes en du red  hard labor in a 
li mes tone quar ry under bru tal con di ti ons , yet the 
pri son be ca me a site of re sis tance and lear ning. 

Pri so ners se cret ly edu ca ted one ano ther, ex chan ging 
ideas that would later shape a de mo cra tic South Afri -
ca. Man de la’s time on the is land sym bo li zed both the 
op pres si on of apart heid and the re si li ence of those 
who fought against it.

Most fa mously, it housed po li ti cal pri so ners du -
ring apart heid, in clu ding Nel son Man de la. 

Rob ben Is land  -  Pri son and Leper Co lo ny

Le pro sy

Lime quar ry on Rob ben Is land
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